STORM  CLOUDS  ON THE  HORIZON
been so great in British history as it is to-day, and it
has certainly not been so great at any time since 1914.
The nation which was once accustomed to let others
fight its battles and shed their blood for pay is now
rapidly girding its own loins. The lion which once
roared only from afar is now shaking its locks in the
open. The people who once surveyed the deserted
battlefields on which others had bled whilst they reaped
the fruits of victory, are now arming themselves to
defend what they have won. Over-night the comfort-
able habits and untrammelled economic freedom of this
people could change and be transformed into a war-
machine guided with a single purpose, and in this
connection it must be stressed that Great Britain is pre-
paring herself for a totalitarian war under favourable
outward circumstances.
On the other hand, our examination of the other
pillar, Great Britain's economic wealth, has shown us
that very threatening changes have taken place. For a
century British wealth and influence increased steadily.
Year after year the British people found themselves in
possession of large sums of money which they did not
need for their own use. In all political reverses they
have always been accustomed to seek consolation in
the idea that the victor, no matter who he might be,
would have to come to London in the end to borrow the
money he needed to consolidate his victory, and that in
this way Great Britain would share indirectly in the
fruits of his victory. For a century the British people
were able to live peacefully, heartened by the agreeable
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